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Schools sign up for the

National Quality
Schooling Framework
Arecord number of

Australian schools are

signing up to join the new

National Quality Schooling

Framework(NQSF) website. 

Launched in April at Killara

High School in Sydney, the

Australian Government•s NQSF

enables teachers and school

leaders to take part in an

interactive, professional

learning environment and

apply for substantial prize

money through the linked

National Awards for Quality

Schooling(NAQS).

Since the launch, more than

1,550 schools, 145 education

organisations and 3,900

individual users have

registered for the NQSF and

the number is continuing to

grow steadily. Is your school

involved yet?

Developed by Professor Peter

Cuttance, Director of the

University of Melbourne•s

Centre for Applied Educational

Research, the NQSF offers

informative, practical resources

to support school

improvement through

innovative and evidence-based

projects. It also fosters a

nation-wide online community

where teachers can share their

ideas and experiences.

New interactive activities are

regularly being developed for

the NQSF online community. 

A comprehensive programme

of teleconferences and forum

discussions to be held

throughout the year includes

•Hot Seats• where invited

guests answer your questions

about school improvement

issues. The programme also

gives you the opportunity to

discuss the research material

and resources you need to

inform your school

improvement project, with the

NQSF team at the University 

of Melbourne.

Many schools have explored

the resources provided on the

NQSF website to prepare

applications for the NAQS,

managed on behalf 

of the Australian Government

Department of Education,

Science and Training (DEST) 

in 2003 by the Australian

College of Educators (ACE). 

The 2003 NAQS will award

prize money totalling up to 

$1 million to schools, teachers

and school leaders in the pre-

primary, primary and

secondary levels of schooling.

At the launch of the initiatives,

Dr Nelson said the Awards

recognised the important role

that teachers play in a child•s

life and for the teaching

profession as a whole.

•What makes the difference 

for students is not the

buildings or the recreational

facilities. What counts is what

is happening in the classroom

and the relationship that

develops between students

and teachers,Žhe said.

Applications for the 2003 NAQS

closed at the end of July. The

Awards will be presented at a

ceremony at Parliament House

in Term Four.

Visit the National Quality

Schooling Frameworkwebsite

at www.nqsf.edu.au.

Dr Nelson with students at the launch of the NQSF website.
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Welcome to this edition of

School Insight.It comes

at a time when more resources

than ever are being put into our

education, science and training

sectors„sectors so vital to

Australia•s future prosperity. 

The Howard Government,

through its eighth Budget, 

is continuing the Australian

Government•s drive to build

world leading education,

science and training sectors.

A record Budget allocation 

of $15.8 billion represents 

a major investment that will

guarantee that our schools,

universities and training

providers, together with our

research and science

institutions, can continue to

help build Australia•s strong

economic and social future.

Advances in science and

technology will play an integral

role in our future. We only

need to read the newspaper or

watch television to know that

important changes brought

about by scientific and

technological advances also

give rise to a range of complex

economic, ethical and moral

considerations.

The pace of scientific and

technological change has been

considerable. It is essential that

today•s children develop skills

in science and technology

which equip them to ask

questions and investigate

answers, apply innovative

thinking skills, and be aware of

health, environmental and

social issues of relevance to

their lives. These skills are

essential, regardless of whether

today•s students go on to

pursue scientific careers or not. 

However, inspiring students to

explore the fascinating range

of career options possible in

these fields is important.

Following the Federal Budget

2003 process I am pleased to

welcome The National Science

and Technology Centre„

Questacon into the portfolio. 

Included in this edition is a

Questacon article on the 

Smart Movesprogramme

which focuses on inspiring

secondary students in regional

Australia to think about

pursuing careers in science,

engineering, technology and

business. Future editions of

School Insightwill feature

other exciting programmes

developed by Questacon.

Equally important to developing

scientific and technological

skills in Australian students, is

the need to develop foundation

skills in literacy and numeracy. 

Earlier this year, I announced

funding of $400,000 to support

10 new projects targeting

educationally disadvantaged

students across the country,

particularly in the early and

middle years of schooling. 

To be funded under the second

round of the Government•s

Literacy and Numeracy

Innovative Projects Initiative,

the projects• scope ranges from

literacy and numeracy practices

in Indigenous communities to

the capacity of community

members, particularly fathers,

to enhance boys• literacy.  

I will provide further details on

this initiative in future editions of

School Insight.In the meantime,

you can read about a suite of

other Australian Government

literacy and numeracy initiatives

in this edition.

Of course, it is the qualityof

teaching which is a critical

factor in developing the skills

and knowledge of our students

in science, technology, literacy

and numeracy and other

learning areas. For this reason,

the Australian Government is

making a significant

contribution through the

Australian Government Quality

Teacher Programme (AGQTP),

for which $159.2 million is

being allocated until June 2005.

I am pleased to announce that

the programme will continue its

support for high quality teacher

professional learning activities

for Australia•s teachers in 2003.

All government and non-

government education

authorities were invited to

submit project plans to continue

professional learning activities,

for which $27 million in funding

is being made available from 

the AGQTP. Contracts have now

been signed with education

authorities for 2003 projects.

For 2004 and beyond, the

Australian Government is now

considering changes to the

approach for the AGQTP to

more effectively focus the

Australian Government•s

commitment to building quality

teaching and school

leadership. In particular this

refocusing will support

Australian Government

Minister for Education,
Science and Training, the
Hon Dr Brendan Nelson MP

Continued on page 9
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Atwo-year, Australian Government funded

Researching Numeracy Teaching Approaches

in Primary Schools Projectis being undertaken

jointly by the Victorian Department of Education

and Training, Catholic Education Commission of

Victoria and the Association of Independent

Schools of Victoria. The research is being

undertaken by Associate Professor Dianne Siemon

and her research team from RMIT University.

The objective of this cross-sectoral research

project is to research numeracy teaching

approaches through the identification of effective

classroom teaching approaches in mathematics

for students in Prep…Year 6, in a range of school

settings and in a special school. 

One feature of the project is the adaptation of

the Behind-the-screen technique used in

Reading Recovery. Three clusters of schools

participated in Behind-the-screen sessions, two

clusters used one-way mirror rooms and the

third used video cameras and the school

network. While teachers conduct lessons with

their students, their colleagues view the lessons

and discuss the types of scaffolding practices

the teacher is using. 

Desiree Harding from St Mary•s Primary School,

Hampton, Victoria is one of the teachers who

participated. She said, •Although it was initially

a scary process it was a great forum to share

ideas and strategies with other teachersƒ I•ve

been able to bring a lot of the learning back to

my classroom.Ž

Seven teachers from Lakes Entrance Primary

School, Lakes Entrance, Victoria participated.

According to Janette Lawrence, the numeracy

coordinator at the school, •This form of

professional development values watching

teaching and discussing with peers„the

components of the lesson, the language used,

the interaction and questioning. It is very

powerful.Ž

Anyone seeking further information about the

project should contact:

Ms Cathy Beesey

Group Manager

Victorian Department of Education and Training

Phone: 03 9637 2337

Email: beesey.cathy.c@edumail.vic.gov.au

Students involved in the Researching Numeracy Teaching Approaches in Primary Schools Project.
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Imagine you are a student in

Year 7. You•re making up a

wish list of all the things you

would like to have and do as

an adult: Where would you like

to live„an apartment in the

city or a house in the suburbs?

What will you drive„an

imported sports coupe or will

you catch public transport?

Where would you like to go for

your holidays?

When you•ve made your

choices, your next task is to

budget the costs of your

anticipated lifestyle. Now you

are assigned an occupation.

You discover your educational

qualifications, your working

hours, and your salary. You

learn about your neighbours•

occupations too, as you swap

business cards. Then you

compare the cost of your

dream lifestyle with your

income, and reality strikes. 

Then chance throws you a

curve ball. You borrowed a

friend•s video camera and it•s

stolen. You have to find the

money to replace the camera

and your budget is already

tight. You decide to draw on

one of The High Five guiding

principles„Access Your Allies

„and borrow money from

your parents to pay back your

friend. On top of all this, your

employer is forced to make

you redundant. What do you

do now? After surveying your

options, you decide to retrain.

Congratulations. You•re only 12

and already you•re making adult

choices about saving, budgeting

and career planning. You have

also learned that change and

growth are facts of life and that

you need to develop strategies

to deal with change.

Australian students in Years 7

and 8 now have the

opportunity to learn these

skills in the classroom as they

playThe Real Game(12…14),

one in a series of six

experiential and interactive

career development

programmes that originated in

Canada and is now being

trialed in several countries

under the auspices of national

education authorities.

The first programme in the

series is The Play Real Game,

for ages six to eight, followed

by The Make It Real Game,

aimed at ages 10 to 12. 

The Real Gameis for ages 

12 to 14, The Be Real Game

for ages 14 to 16 and The Get

Real Gametargets ages 16 to

18. There is also a programme

for adults aged over 18 years.

Each programme is designed

to build on the previous

programme, but all

programmes can be used

independently and integrated

into a school•s curricula.

The introduction of The Real

GameSeries to Australia is

being facilitated by DEST in

collaboration with State and

Territory education

departments and non-

government education

authorities, including industry

and the Indigenous Education

Consultative Body. 

The Australian edition of 

The Real Game(12…14) is

available for purchase through

The Real Gamewebsite at

www.realgame.gov.au.
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Australian online education
services for schools

The previous edition of School Insight

reported on The Le@rning Federation, in

which the Australian Government and all school

systems are collaboratively developing online

curriculum resources. The Le@rning Federation

website is at: www.thelearningfederation.edu.au.

This article outlines useful, free-of-charge online

education services already available to

Australian schools, again through the

collaboration of the Australian Government 

and all school systems.

These services include:

EdNA Online at

www.edna.edu.au 

offering:

15,000+ evaluated online resources in 2,000+
education categories;

350,000+ other searchable related web pages;

Communication tools (e.g. newsletters,
noticeboards and discussion lists); and

Sibling sites, e.g. for projects„
http://ozprojects.edna.edu.au.

Soon EdNA Online will have:

new search options for better access to
national and international quality assured
education and training resources; and

the MyEdNA facility for users to personalise
EdNA Online for their particular requirements.

The myfuture website:

at www.myfuture.edu.au, provides

interactive, online career exploration

and information for all Australians

to research their career options

through three major sections:

The Facts:for career information and statistics

about occupations, education and training

options, industries, and more;

My Guide:an individualised career exploration

model to assist career decision-making; and

Assist Others:helps parents, guardians,

teachers and others to support and guide those

making career decisions.

Copyright Awarewebsite

at www.copyrightaware.gov.au,

helps to answer the following

question„What can I copy? This

site summarises legal aspects of

copyright (including digital copying) in easy-to-

understand pages and offering advice and

practical materials for principals and teachers.

Computer Technologies for

Schools: provides surplus

Australian Government and private

sector computer equipment to

Australian government and non-

government schools. The donated computer

equipment is distributed to schools in greatest

need. To date, the project has delivered 32,000+

pieces of equipment. The distribution is carried

out at the State and Territory level. The website

is at http://ctfs.edna.edu.au.

Finally, we should mention a special Australian

Government service„the Government

Education Portal, at www.australia.gov.au. 

The portal:

gives Australians easy access to Australian
Government policies, programmes, events,
publications and resourcing; and

links to key national, State and Territory
education and training sites.
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Primary science
assessment
At the Ministerial Council on

Education, Employment,

Training and Youth Affairs

(MCEETYA) meeting in 1999,

Australian Government and

State and Territory Ministers

endorsed the new National

Goals for Schooling in the 

21st Centuryand agreed that

science would be one of the

priority areas for national

reporting against the goals. 

Under the auspices of

MCEETYA•s Performance

Measurement and Reporting

Taskforce (PMRT), the

Australian Council for

Educational Research (ACER)

has been contracted to work on

the development of instruments

to assess the scientific literacy

knowledge and skills of Year 6

students, in order to assess

student outcomes against the

National Goals for Schooling.

The Australian Government,

State and Territory and non-

government sector members

of the PMRT have been closely

monitoring the consultancy

work, including considering the

conceptual framework, items

and forms. The primary

science domain is to be

assessed in three year cycles.

The first assessment took

place in the last two weeks of

October 2003.

For secondary students,

MCEETYA has approved

interim key performance

measures for students•

scientific literacy performance

as the percentage of students

achieving at or above the mean

score for Organisation for

Economic Cooperation and

Development (OECD) countries

in the scientific literacy

assessment of the OECD•s

Programme for International

Student Assessment (PISA).

This is to be reported together

with indicators of the range of

student achievement. 

With funding of $1 million from

the Australian Government,

ACER is also developing an

online assessment bank for

teachers at all compulsory year

levels.The Science Education

Assessment Resources Project

(SEAR Project) will contain

different types of assessment to

extend the range of assessment

practices in the classroom. 

Along with specific assessment

items, the item bank will

contain support materials to

help all teachers use those

items in a way that encourages

the development of scientific

literacy in their students. 

school environments for all
Australian students. 

Recognising that languages are
vital to Australia•s economic
growth in a competitive global
environment, this Budget
delivers $108 million over four
years for a new language
teaching fellowships
programme, and for language
education in schools. The
Budget provides new funding
of $4 million over four years
for in-country fellowships for
language teachers. In addition,
the Budget continues the
Government•s commitment to
theLanguages Other Than
English (LOTE) Programme,
through funding of 

$104 million over the next 
four years. 

Funding is also provided to
improve the educational
outcomes of Indigenous
students. Dr Nelson said that
the Government is
•ƒdetermined to continue to
close the gap between the
learning outcomes of
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous studentsŽ. This
Budget provides $467.7 million
in 2003…04 to enhance the
outcomes of Indigenous
students in schooling, training
and higher education.

•Whatever we achieve in
education we cannot consider

we have succeeded while
education outcomes for
Indigenous students lag so far
behind that of non-Indigenous
AustraliansŽ,he said.

Over the four years to 2006…07
Australian Government 
funding for schools will total 
$30.6 billion.

•I welcome this Budget for
schools, which strengthens 
the Commonwealth•s
leadership role in demanding
the best for all of our
studentsŽ, Dr Nelson said.

For further information visit 
the Department of Education,
Science and Training•s website
at www.dest.gov.au.

Federal Budget 2003 continued from page 1
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Biotechnology entering
secondary schools

Biotechnology Australia is at the helm of the

initiativeBiotechnology Online, a resource

relevant to State and Territory curricula,

providing up-to-date, balanced and factual

information on biotechnology for teachers and

students.

Biotechnology Onlineis available on CD-ROM or

can be freely accessed at

www.biotechnology.gov.au/BiotechnologyOnline. 

Shortly there will be an accompanying

professional development package to support

teachers working with their students not only on

science, but also related social, ethical and

environmental issues. The resource has been

designed to fit science curricula with cross-over

into society and the environment learning areas.

The Curriculum Corporation developed this web

resource in a joint effort with Biotechnology

Australia, the Australian Science Teachers

Association, and the National Reference Group

established specifically for the project. The

resource aims to meet the needs of Australian

secondary schools in a format suitable for

classroom use. 

Students can explore the nature of genetic

materials and interact with some of the tools of

gene technology. Activities include solving a

crime on a DNA profiling interactive storyboard;

a laboratory activity to extract genes; learning

about gene probes through an animated movie;

and seeing the relationship between

chromosomes, DNA and genes through a zoom

in animation of a human cell.

The teacher notes cover the links to specific

content, focus, context and activities mentioned

in each State and Territory•s curriculum and the

relevant outcomes at the appropriate levels of

Years 9 to 10. These notes also suggest various

pathways for lesson plans and give advice on

experiments and activities.

Biotechnology Australia is a multi-departmental

agency established in the 1999…2000 Federal

Budget. It is responsible for coordination of

biotechnology issues for the Australian

Government.

For further information contact the Gene

Technology Information Service on freecall

Australia-wide 1800 631 276 or GTIS-

Australia@unimelb.edu.au.

Earlier this year, Dr Nelson

announced an important

new online resource for

teachers,MyRead: Strategies

for Teaching Reading in the

Middle Years,to help students

with reading difficulties in the

middle years of schooling. 

The resource was jointly

produced by the Australian

Literacy Educators• Association

(ALEA) and the Australian

Association for the Teaching of

English (AATE) with funding

assistance from the Australian

Government, and is designed

for teachers of Years 4…9

students.

MyReadhelps teachers to

assist students who need

extra help to develop their

literacy skills by providing

them with practical teaching

strategies grounded in literacy

research. It

also helps

teachers to

develop

flexible

teaching and learning

practices which cater for the

needs of students who require

additional assistance. 

MyReadis available at

www.myread.org.

MyRead:strategies for teaching reading in the middle years
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Smart moves
for Australia•s youth
Smart Movesis making a

significant impact on

secondary students in regional

Australia. The programme,

developed by Questacon … 

The National Science and

Technology Centre, is funded

by the Australian Government•s

initiative•Backing Australia•s

Ability: An innovation action

plan for the future•.

Smart Movesis a three-phase

programme to inspire young

Australians toward innovation,

entrepreneurship and careers

in science, engineering,

technology and business.

Phase 1 of the programme 

is touring regional secondary

schools, free of charge, using 

a multimedia presentation

combining interactivity and

humour with an up-to-the-

minute snapshot of what•s

happening in Australian cutting

edge science, technology and

business.

Ethically charged issues like

human cloning, amazing

inventions like the Brakeboard,

and futuristic sciences like

nanotechnology are capturing

students• imaginations.

Entertaining science graduates

are providing students with

young role models and

inspiring them towards exciting

careers. These comments from

secondary students are typical

of student responses:

•Really interesting ƒ I don•t

really like science but, because

of you guys, I don•t think that

it•s boring anymore.Ž

•Having this presentation made

me realise that there are heaps

of opportunities in

science/business and all you

need are good ideas and an

imagination!Ž

Phase 2 of the programme

encourages students to

participate in further

programmes such as

Australian Business Week

Enterprise Education, BHP

Billiton Science Awards, CSIRO

CREST Awards, Young

Achievement Australia and

many other relevant

programmes.

These competitions and events

are a great way to motivate

students, turning their good

ideas into astounding projects.

During Phase 1 tours, 

Smart Movespresenters speak

to professional and community

groups to generate a pool of

enthusiastic mentors to

support students in Phase 2

programmes.

A third phase, The Invention

Convention, enables innovative

and entrepreneurial students to

meet to showcase their

projects and gain invaluable

access to role models such as

business leaders and

entrepreneurs in science and

technology.

TheSmart Moveswebsite at

www.smartmoves.questacon.

edu.au is being continually

expanded to provide a hub 

of support for each element 

of the programme.

responses to the needs expressed directly by

teachers and school leaders as well as to

advice on teacher quality and school

leadership arising from both the Australian

Government Review of Teaching and Teacher

Education and the Ministerial Council on

Education, Employment, Training and Youth

Affairs. The Department of Education, Science

and Training (DEST) plans to consult with

stakeholders to refine the AGQTP approach for

2004 and beyond.

More information about the AGQTP is provided in

the enclosed volume of AGQTP News.

I hope you enjoy this issue of School Insight.

Continued from page 3
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REDI„Resilience Education and Drug

Information„is a new set of national

drug education resources for schools.

REDI includes materials for upper

primary, lower secondary and upper

secondary school students as well as

professional development materials for

teachers and the broader school

community. The multimedia resources

include videos, CD-ROMs, teacher and

facilitator guides and a website.

The REDI resources are the first school

drug education resources that focus on

preventing and reducing harm from drug

abuse by helping students to develop

knowledge, skills and attitudes they need

to become more resilient young people.

Recent research shows that resilient young

people are less likely to engage in a range

of high-risk behaviours, including

problematic substance use. 

Student resources

The Big Move„ interactive CD-ROM and
video products for upper primary school
students which explore issues about
change and peer pressure, particularly
around negotiating relationships with
friends and family.

My TV„interactive CD-ROM and video
products for lower secondary school
students. It explores issues of drug use,
in particular alcohol, tobacco and
cannabis through the use of drama. It
addresses skills such as decision-making,
self-talk and being assertive. Students will
be able to engage in problem predicting
and solving and in help seeking behaviour. 

On the Edge„interactive CD-ROM and
video products for upper secondary
students who will be leaving school and
entering the world of work or further
study. It explores issues of drug use, in
particular around alcohol, ecstasy and
cannabis.On the Edgeexplores
balancing study, work and social life,
dealing with stress, increasing
independence and looking to the future.

Resilience Education
and Drug Information
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Teacher and school resources

REDI for school communities: a
resilience approach to drug education„
a professional development video for all
school staff that supports understanding
and consideration of a resilience
approach to drug education.

REDI for the classroom: teaching
strategies for a resilience approach to
drug education„a professional
development video for teachers that
supports using interactive and inclusive
strategies in the classroom.

REDI for practice: a support resource for
a resilience approach to drug
education„a professional development
CD-ROM for teachers that enriches
understanding of resilience and
classroom strategies.

www.redi.gov.au„a website and
database of information, resources,
policies and materials for drug education
and incident management for all school
staff.

A dedicated telephone number freecall
1800 252 756 so that teachers and
schools can access technical support in
using the resources.

Why resilience?
Resilience is the ability to cope with and

bounce back from life•s challenging and

difficult experiences. There is a clear

connection between learning, resilience

and outcomes for young people. Australian

and international research is showing 

that young people who have strong

relationships„with their friends, family,

school and within their community„are

more resilient than other young people. 

Instructional design
The learning design is one that seeks 

to promote core skills associated with

developing resilience in a drug education

and health context„including social

competence, autonomy, problem solving,

coping strategies and critical literacy.

The resources provide opportunities for

students to interact and develop these

skills. That is, they promote integration

and development of understanding, 

values clarification and skills development

especially in areas associated with

fostering resilience. 

REDI was developed by the Australian

Government Department of Education,

Science and Training (DEST) under the

umbrella of the National School Drug

Education Strategy. It was funded through

the Council of Australian Government•s

(COAG) •Tough on Drugs• in Schools

initiatives.

The REDI resources were launched in

Melbourne on 16 May 2003 by Dr Nelson.

They were distributed free of charge early in

Term 3, 2003 to every school in Australia.

Andrew Williamson, Co-ordinator of Victoria University
Partnership Outreach Education Model (POEM), and Sam
Walshe with Dr Nelson at the REDI launch.

Dr Nelson and students from Camberwell High School,
Victoria at the launch of REDI.


