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SSchools, teachers and

school leaders from

around the country were

recognised for outstanding

achievements in education at

the 2003 National Awards for

Quality Schooling (NAQS)

Presentation Ceremony held

at Parliament House, Canberra

on 3 November 2003.

Launched by the Australian

Government Minister for

Education, Science and

Training, Dr Brendan Nelson

in April this year, the NAQS 

is an Australian Government

initiative to be held annually

in recognition and support 

of schools, principals and

teachers committed to school

improvement.

This year, nearly $1million in
total prize money has been
awarded across the priority
areas of literacy and
numeracy; safe school
environments; school
leadership; values education;
and innovation in science,
mathematics and technology.

Prizes were awarded for
outstanding achievement by 
a whole school or team of
teachers ($24,000 each) and
outstanding achievement by
an individual teacher or
school leader ($12,000).
Additional prizes of $8,000
each were awarded for highly
commended achievement.

Recipients of outstanding
achievement prizes were
presented with their Award by

Dr Nelson at the Presentation

Ceremony.

The NAQS is linked to and

supported by the National

Quality Schooling Framework

(NQSF), a website dedicated

to providing a wide range of

advice and resources on all

aspects of school

improvement. To be eligible

to apply for a NAQS award

schools must register for the

NQSF. Since its launch in

April 2003 a total of 1557

schools around Australia

have registered to use the

NQSF's school improvement

tools and access its online

services. You can register

with the NQSF website at

www.nqsf.edu.au.

National Awards for Quality Schooling announced

Continued on page 2
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Information about the 2004
NAQS will be available soon via
the NQSF website.

Outstanding
Achievement
(whole school/team
of teachers)
Literacy and Numeracy
Bundamba State Secondary
College, QLD
Middle Swan Primary School, WA
Nambucca Heads High School,
NSW
Rutherglen Primary School, VIC
Scottsdale Primary School, TAS

School Leadership
Scoresby Primary School, VIC
Sunnybank State High School,
QLD

Safe School Environments
All Saints’ College, WA
Speers Point Public School, NSW
Woodridge State High School,
QLD

Values Education
Claremont College, TAS
St Mel’s School, NSW

Innovation in Science,
Mathematics and
Technology
Albany Hills State School, QLD
Kingscliff High School, NSW
Ocean Grove Primary School, VIC
St John’s Lutheran Primary
School, QLD

Outstanding
Achievement
(individual teacher/
school leader)
Literacy and Numeracy
Ms Fiona Knight, Rosedale
Primary School, VIC
Ms Jacqueline Nel, Girrawheen
Senior High School, WA
Ms Lyn Keown, Jindalee State
School, QLD
Ms Patricia Hipwell, Chinchilla
State High School, QLD

School Leadership
Mr Darren Jones, Mareeba State
High School, QLD
Mr Don Perna, St Joseph’s
Catholic High School, Albion Park,
NSW
Mr George Hewitson, Kalkaringi
Community Education Centre, NT
Mr Ian Boon, Frenchville State
School, QLD
Mr Kevin Hoskin, Nuriootpa High
School, SA
Ms Lynne Hinton, Buranda State
School, QLD

Values Education
Mr David Kersivien, Our Lady 
of the Rosary School, NSW
Ms Joanne Tate, Ararat
Community College, VIC
Ms Joy Rogers, Dows Creek 
State School, QLD
Ms Wendy Hegarty, Emmaus
Christian School, ACT

Innovation in Science,
Mathematics and
Technology
Mr Blair Brownless, St Therese’s
School, TAS
Mr John Joseph, Mooloolah State
School, QLD
Dr Kerry Ayre, St Joseph’s
Catholic High School, 
Albion Park, NSW

Highly
Commended
Achievement
Literacy and Numeracy
Allenstown State School, QLD
Bellfield Primary School, VIC
Bishop Druitt College, NSW
Craigieburn South Primary 
School, VIC
Curl Curl North Primary 
School, NSW
Dandenong South Primary 
School, VIC
Epping Public School, NSW
Gillen Primary School, NT
Hobart College, TAS
Holy Family Parish Primary
School, ACT
Keilor Heights Primary School, VIC
Keysborough Park Primary
School, VIC

Mac Robertson Girls 
High School, VIC
St Francis Xavier Primary 
School, VIC
St Gregory’s Primary School, NSW
St Jeromes Primary School, WA
St Mary’s Primary School,
Thornbury, VIC
Thomastown Meadows Primary
School, VIC
Walkervale State School, QLD

School Leadership
Airds High School, NSW
Eltham College of Education, VIC
Harristown State High 
School, QLD
Lyons Primary School, ACT
Middle Swan Primary School, WA
Noumea Primary School, NSW
Salisbury High School, SA
St Jerome’s Primary School, WA
Walkervale State School, QLD
Yarrabah State School, QLD

Safe School Environments
Fawkner Secondary College, VIC
Girrawheen Senior High 
School, WA
Kahibah Public School, NSW
Kingston High School, TAS
Rosella Park School, QLD
Roxburgh Homestead Primary
School, VIC
Taabinga State School, QLD
Tom Price Senior High School, WA

Values Education
Bendigo Senior Secondary
College, VIC
Berwick Secondary College, VIC
Modbury School, SA
Mount Eliza Secondary College, VIC
Orchard Grove Primary School, VIC
Shelley Primary School, WA
Southvale Primary School, VIC

Innovation in Science,
Mathematics and
Technology
Cavendish Road State High
School, QLD
Kalkaringi Community Education
Centre, NT
Myrrhee Primary School, VIC 
Noumea Primary School, NSW
Southmoor Primary School, VIC
Stawell Secondary College, VIC
St Leonard’s College, VIC

2003 Winners
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Message from the Minister

Australian Government
Minister for Education,
Science and Training, 
Dr Brendan Nelson

Welcome to the third 
and final edition of

School Insight for 2003.  

As you receive this edition, 
I have no doubt that many of
you will be preparing for the
busy weeks ahead as Term
Four comes to a close and
the Christmas season
beckons. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all
of you for the ceaseless work
that is undertaken each year
in schools and in each and 
every classroom.

I am pleased to offer you 
an ‘awards’ edition of 
School Insight which
provides details of the
recipients of the inaugural
Minister’s Awards for
Outstanding Contribution to
Improving Literacy and/or
Numeracy, announced on 
5 September 2003, the
Prime Minister’s Prizes for
Excellence in Science
Teaching, announced on 
9 September 2003, and the
inaugural National Awards
for Quality Schooling,
announced on 
3 November 2003.

One of the roles I enjoy most
as Minister for Education,
Science and Training is the
opportunity to attend national
award ceremonies such as

these and meet some of
the exceptional teachers
and leaders who play an
essential role in nurturing
a new generation of
enquiring minds.

I warmly congratulate and
thank the winners of these
Australian Government
awards for their life-changing
work, and hope that their
awards provide them with
the recognition and support
they deserve to continue and
enhance their work.

These awards are a national
tribute to excellent and
dedicated work by schools
and teachers. They
recognise and reward school
communities for the hard
work they have undertaken
to improve student learning
outcomes and represent a
unique opportunity for
teachers to showcase their
work. The awards are part of
the Government’s ongoing
commitment to supporting
and promoting the important
contribution that schools
and teachers are making to
improving the lives of
students and to Australia’s
future. You will find articles
in this edition of 
School Insight on all three
of these award schemes.

This edition also features
articles on other Australian
Government school
education initiatives,
including updates on the
Boy’s Education Lighthouse
Schools Programme, the
Commonwealth History
Project, the Country Areas
Programme (CAP) National
Evaluation Forum and the
Enterprise and Career
Education Foundation.

Please accept my very 
best wishes for a happy 
and joyous Christmas spent
with family and loved ones
and a healthy and
prosperous New Year.



National Literacy and
Numeracy Week (NLNW)

is an Australian Government
initiative celebrated in
collaboration with the States
and Territories. It was held
from 1–7 September 2003.
This is the fifth year of NLNW,
which celebrates and
acknowledges the progress
Australian schools, teachers,
parents, individuals and the
community have made
towards raising the literacy
and numeracy levels of 
all Australians. 

The National Literacy and
Numeracy Week Excellence
Awards for Schools were
presented by Dr Nelson in
Sydney on Friday 29 August
and State and Territory
ceremonies were conducted
during the following week.
There were fourteen
Excellence Awards, each
valued at $10,000.

With a further 60 Achievement
Awards, each valued at
$2,000, being awarded to
schools across Australia, 
a total of $260,000 was
presented to schools as part
of National Literacy and
Numeracy Week 2003.

Other features of the Week
included the National
Simultaneous Storytime. This
involved the simultaneous
reading of the book I Don’t
Want to Go to School, by
Christine Harris, throughout
the nation at 11.00am on
Friday 5 September. It was
estimated that 764 schools,
libraries and child care centres
took part in this event.

The Week also featured for
the first time a nationally
coordinated numeracy activity
called Reach for the Stars.
This event, conducted by the
Australian Association of
Mathematics Teachers,
involved measuring and

recording the height of
students and aggregating data
across Australia. It also
included a host of related
activities to help promote the
vital skills of numeracy in
schools. Approximately
60,000 students took part in
this activity.

There are many wonderful
programmes in place in
schools and these rely on the
commitment and hard work of
dedicated teachers. NLNW
provides the opportunity to
recognise and celebrate
programmes that are achieving
high levels of successful
literacy and numeracy
outcomes for students.

The Week has the strong
support of the following
sponsors: the Commonwealth
Bank Foundation, Dymocks
Literacy Foundation, Lovatt’s
Crosswords and Puzzles,
Franklin Electronic Publishers,
Australia Post and AFL Auskick.

Dr Nelson presents an Excellence Award to Mrs Joy Lalor, Head of Woody Point Campus and
students of the Southern Cross Catholic College.

Dr Nelson discussing school displays with
students and their teacher, Mr Shane
Crawford from St John’s Primary School
in Heidelberg, Victoria.
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Every year, Australia’s
scientists and science

teachers contribute to the
further improvement of our
quality of life. The Australian
Government is concerned to
bring to public attention their
dedication and achievements,
and to acknowledge, with
gratitude, the exceptional
contributions of our very best
scientists and science
teachers. To do this, the
Government annually awards
five Prime Minister’s Prizes 
for Science.

The Prizes were awarded at a
special dinner function in the
Great Hall of Parliament House,
Canberra on 9 September 2003.

The Prime Minister’s Prize
The Prime Minister’s Prize is
Australia’s premier science
award. The Prime Minister of
Australia, the Hon John
Howard MP, awarded the
Prime Minister’s Prize for
Science to Professor Jacques
Miller AC of the Walter and
Eliza Hall Institute for Medical
Research, for his discoveries
that the thymus, a small gland
in our neck, is the powerhouse
of our immune system; and
that the special cells it
produces work with cells
produced in our bone marrow
to fight disease in our bodies.
These discoveries underpin all
modern medical advances in
immunology, such as vaccines,
skin grafts and even ways to
make the body fight some
forms of cancer.

The Prime Minister’s
Prizes for Excellence in
Science Teaching
The Prime Minister’s Prizes for
Excellence in Science Teaching
acknowledge the inspirational
role that science teachers play
in stimulating students’ interest
in science. Dr Nelson awarded
the Primary Science Teaching
Prize to Ms Sarah Tennant of
Sydney Grammar School’s 
St Ives Preparatory School, for
her outstanding contributions to
primary teaching, including her
work for the Australian School
Science Competition and the
University of New South Wales
Education Testing Centre.

Dr Nelson awarded the
Secondary Science Teaching
Prize to Dr Pam Garnett of 
St Hilda’s Anglican School for
Girls in Perth. Dr Garnett is a
wonderful chemistry teacher—
two-thirds of Year 12’s 90
students study chemistry! 
Dr Garnett has also written
chemistry text-books, served
on the Curriculum Council of
WA, and is contributing further
to science education as a
member of the WA Premier’s

Science Council.  Dr Garnett is
now looking at plans to
increase the involvement of
university students in
mentoring programmes with
high school science students.   

The Science Minister’s and
Malcolm McIntosh Prizes
The Science Minister’s Prize
for Life Scientist of the Year
and Malcolm McIntosh Prize
for Physical Scientist of the
Year are offered to scientists
who are 35 years of age 
or younger.  

The Australian Government
Minister for Science, 
Mr Peter McGauran, awarded
the Malcolm McIntosh Prize to 
Dr Howard Wiseman of Griffith
University, for his work in
quantum physics. A quantum is
the smallest possible bit of
anything, including light. 
The quantum unit of light is
called a photon. The problem
with observing anything at the
quantum level is that as soon
as you direct light at it, the
photons change the
characteristics of what is being
observed. Dr Wiseman found a

Prime Minister’s Prizes 
for Science Teaching

Ms Sarah Tennant, Professor Jacques Miller AC, the Prime Minister of Australia, 
the Hon John Howard MP, Dr Pam Garnett and Dr Nelson at the Presentation Ceremony.

Continued on page 6
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way to adjust for the impact of
observations, and deduce the
observed material’s actual
characteristics. This is
important if we are to learn
how to build and use quantum-
level devices, including
quantum computers.

Mr McGauran awarded the
Science Minister’s Prize to 

Dr Chris Helliwell, a biologist
with CSIRO’s Division of Plant
Industry, for his work in
discovering how some plant
genes produce growth
hormones such as gibberellin.
This hormone controls and
directs a plant’s height and
flowering time. Understanding
how and where gibberellin is

made will make it possible to
improve crop performance.  

For more information about 
the recipients of the Prime
Minister’s Prizes for Science
visit the Department’s website
at: https://sciencegrants.
dest.gov.au/SciencePrize/.

Why did scientists think the
Tasmanian Tiger was a

vampire dog? Who was Ethel
Cooper and why did she live in
Germany during the First World
War, with a crocodile in her
bath? Why is Gallipoli so
important to many Australians? 

You’ll only find the answers to
all these questions by visiting
the website of the National
Centre for History Education 
at www.hyperhistory.org and
reading ozhistorybytes; the 
online journal for teachers 
and students. 

At a time when history is
increasingly becoming a
subject of community interest,
the Commonwealth History
Project (CHP) is delivering a
range of resources to be used
by teachers and students and
is providing professional
development for teachers.

In June 2003, Dr Nelson
approved funding of $2.63
million for the CHP to the end
of December 2006.

The funding will support the
continued operation of the

National Centre for History
Education at Monash University
and the Centre’s website.  Visit
the website and you’ll find a
range of resources and links,
like ozhistorybytes, useful for
teaching history in primary and
secondary schools.  

The Centre will also provide
professional development for
history educators in Australian
universities.

Professional development for
teachers is the main feature of
the CHP with $1.5 million
committed to it over the life of
the Project. In the first half of
2004 the teacher professional
development will be delivered
by the Discovering Democracy
Professional Development
Officers in all States and
Territories. This will enable the
drawing together of history
and civics and citizenship
education. The History
Teachers’ Association of
Australia will also deliver
professional development 
in the States and Territories.  

Both teacher professional
development programmes 
will support the introduction 
of the Making History primary
and secondary school
curriculum resources—which
were issued to all schools in
June 2003—and the online
guide for teachers of history
developed through the CHP’s
predecessor, the National
History Project. Copies of the
resources with additional
online units and the guide are
on the Centre’s website.  

The website is going to be a
busy place: over the life of the
project it will become a forum
for teachers to share ideas
about learning and activities
and it will enhance the status
of history as an important area
of learning.

For more information on the
CHP, visit the website or
contact Dr Tony Brian-Davis, 
DEST, (02) 6240 7597
Email on tony.brian-
davis@dest.gov.au.

Making History: 
The Commonwealth History Project

Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science Teaching continued
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The Country Areas
Programme (CAP)

National Evaluation Forum 
was held in Sydney on 
23 and 24 July 2003. The
forum provided an opportunity
for national programme
managers and other key
stakeholders to discuss the
findings of the 2002–03
National Evaluation of the CAP.  

Overall the CAP is achieving
its objectives and has
considerable support

amongst stakeholders and is

highly valued by schools and

their communities as an

effective, enabling Australian

Government funded

programme. The forum’s

background papers,

presentations and structured

group discussions were

valuable in developing ideas

on ways forward to address

the significant issues and

develop action plans.

Collaborative discussion

groups will be formed in 

the near future to further

develop these issues.

The final CAP evaluation

report and the results of 

State and Northern Territory

consultations with key

stakeholders, including

principals and teachers and

six case study reports, were

released on the DEST website

at www.dest.gov.au/schools/

CAP/02-03Nationalevaluation.

htm on 20 June 2003.

Country Areas Programme National Evaluation Forum

The second
stage of the

Australian
Government’s

Boys’ Education Lighthouse
Schools Programme is about
to commence, and Australian
primary and secondary
schools are invited to apply
for grants to be ‘lighthouse’
schools to champion,
demonstrate and disseminate
best practices in the education
of boys.  

Stage Two follows the recent
completion of the first stage of
the programme, during which
230 schools across Australia
were awarded grants of up to
$5,000 each to document their
successful boys’ education
initiatives and practices.

Shortly Dr Nelson will send all
schools a copy of the concise
report of Stage One, outlining
a number of the excellent boys’
education projects that were

funded during 2003, and
inviting applications from
schools interested in applying
for a grant under Stage Two.  

In the second stage of the
programme, to commence in
April 2004, approximately 
30 ‘lighthouse school cluster’
zones will be established
across Australia to support
best practices in boys’
education. Each cluster will
contain a lighthouse school to
act as a ‘beacon’ to showcase
best practices in boys’
education and support the
professional development of
teachers in the entire cluster.  

The two-year Boys’ Lighthouse
Programme is the centrepiece
of the Australian Government’s
$4.3 million commitment to
support the educational needs
of boys in schools.  This
comes in response to the
report of the recent House of
Representatives inquiry into

the education of boys, which
found that there is justification
for many of the concerns
about boys’ education and that
improving educational
achievements of boys can be
achieved without threatening
the gains made by girls in
recent years.    

Where can I get more
information?
The Australian Government’s
Boys’ Education website
contains information about the
Boys’ Lighthouse Programme
and other Australian
Government initiatives to
support boys in schools. 
The site also provides
downloadable copies of recent
research reports and links to
other websites of interest,
including the report of the
House of Representatives
inquiry into the education of
boys. Visit it today at
www.dest.gov.au/schools/boys
education/.

Looking for Lighthouses
Grants for Excellence in Boys’ Education
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The Australian Government,
through the Department of

Education, Science and
Training (DEST), has moved
towards a more integrated
approach of the many broader
education programmes that
support career transitions for
young Australians.    

As many teachers, parents 
and students will be aware, 
the Enterprise and Career
Education Foundation (ECEF),
wholly supported by Australian
Government funding, has made
many positive contributions to
the transitions agenda,
including further provision
through the Structured
Workplace Learning
programme across Australia
over the last few years. This
highly successful programme

has resulted in almost 80,000
work placements in 2002.
Nationally, there are more than
200 clusters which bring
together partnerships of
schools, employers and
community groups working
together to provide young
Australians in Years 11 and 12
with real opportunities in
workplaces to assist them to
make the right educational and
vocational choices.

The Australian Government has
now decided to bring ECEF
closer to Government so that
the variety of career transition
programmes and initiatives
supported by DEST, such as
Structured Workplace
Learning, can be coordinated
to ensure a more effective
delivery of this important work.  

The functions of ECEF were

brought into DEST on 

30 September 2003.

The Department is continuing

ECEF’s work with industry

organisations and peak employer

and industry groups (such as the

Australian Chamber of

Commerce and Industry,

Australian Industry Group and

Group Training Australia) on a

range of initiatives aimed at

improving school to work links in

identified industry areas. These

include the health sector, finance

industry, information technology

sector and the rural/agricultural

sector among others.

Further information on this

initiative can be obtained from

DEST at www.dest.gov.au/ecef/.  

Supporting career transitions
for young Australians

WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS OR CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE EDITIONS OF SCHOOL INSIGHT.

Please forward any
correspondence to:
The Editor, School Insight
Department of Education, 
Science and Training
Location Code 141, GPO Box
9880, Canberra City ACT 2601

Email: school.insight@dest.gov.au

If you wish to be added to the
mailing list please write to the
above mentioned address.

If you wish to update your mailing
list details, please complete and
return the fly sheet enclosed with

School Insight to the above
address. Please note it is
important to include the seven
digit identification number located
above the address block on 
the fly sheet enclosed with
School Insight.

In addition to the support of
the sponsors, Literacy and
Numeracy Champions
promoted NLNW. These
champions were authors,
entertainers, sports people
and other inspirational figures
with a passion and
commitment to improving the
essential literacy and
numeracy skills for students
across Australia.

The Commonwealth Bank’s 
e-learning Grants were also
announced as part of the
celebrations. There are 70 
e-learning Grants, each worth
$5,000. These are awarded to
schools across Australia to
develop literacy and/or
numeracy skills through an 
e-learning initiative.

Further information on the
Week, including award
winning schools, sponsors
and champions can be
obtained by visiting the
National Literacy and
Numeracy Week website
at www.literacyandnumeracy.
gov.au.

National Literacy and Numeracy Week continued


