APPENDIX T

“Raising Carrots or Kids?
I am 52 years of age, a director level 7 responsible for all financial records, wages, administration, staff management etc, risk management, and compliance with all licensing and accreditation requirements etc etc. 
I have managerial and general life experience plus raised 4 sons. My formal training extended over 6 years while I worked fulltime in other fields and child care. 
I was responsible for all costs incurred in training and loss of income from my employment while undertaking practical placement. I was able to RPL little of my courses due to the difficulty of the process.
I continue to train and upgrade my knowledge and skills, mostly at my own expense, travelling long distances (I live in the country) and often paying for my own accommodation so that I can access training.
I do work in a supportive environment (I’m lucky!) with wonderful dedicated staff. I enjoy my job but find I’m often exhausted. I am paid for 38 hours per week plus an RDO once a month, but regularly work longer hours often even coming in on a weekend to finish off when it’s quiet without interruptions. (It is often difficult to take RDOs due to the lack of available staff to cover my 2IC so that she can be non-contact).
My youngest son is 24 years old. He left school without completing Year 10 but undertook a traineeship on my insistence. 
He is now a manager of a farm producing carrots, and is responsible for the day-to-day management – in some aspects similar to my position. He works long hours too and sometimes on the weekend if needed. He gets paid overtime. 
He earns slightly more than me and in addition is supplied with a house, vehicle and fuel for his use – personal and private. 
All training courses are undertaken during work hours and at his employer’s expense - travelling in the vehicle supplied and with the fuel supplied. 
His position commands respect both from his employer and the community as he provides work for many of the locals. 
I am very proud of him. 
Our jobs are very similar ……… aren’t they????? 
He raises carrots while I raise children.”

Extract from NCSWS (2006; p 63)


