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APPENDIX C 

Part 1.  Situation Analysis

Day One of the National Think Tank:

Principles to underpin potential preschool connections program

The outcome of Day One will be a list of effective and exemplar principles, methods/resources for developing science interest/engagement and basic science literacy in preschool aged children.  Focus:  Principles to underpin potential preschool connections program

	9.00
	Arrival and coffee



	10.00
	Welcome by DEST



	10.05
	Overview of the project (Marilyn Fleer)

Overview for the day (Facilitator)



	10.15
	Form small groups – meet and share experiences whilst getting a cup of coffee (State and Territory reps, teachers, informal learning experts, academic, associations)



	10.30
	Group Input:  Review of the current situation (literature review); Sharing your perspectives on principles to underpin preschool science programs within the context of the needs of the child (slide show of their bullet points, each person stand up and introduce themselves and share perspective at this stage with whole group) (Participants to use results from Proforma A)



	11.30
	Present outcomes of literature review, including: 

· Primary Connections Overview - Shelley Peers
· Overseas Programmes Overview – Sue March
· Informal Learning Overview – Brenton Honeyman

	12.00
	In small groups: Arrive at group consensus (on Proforma C) – principles underpinning any quality pre-school programme (focus engagement)



	1.00
	Lunch

	2.00
	Whole group session – each group appoint spokesperson and share two things with whole group

Prioritise top five principles (using Proforma C)

	3.00
	Afternoon tea (Proforma D:  Group principles assembled with top 5 foregrounded and printed)

	3.30
	(Set of Primary Connections material at each table and principles - Proforma E)

Groups examine Primary Connections material and assess against the principles (Proforma E) 

	4.30-5.00
	Whole Group Sharing:  Each group to appoint different spokesperson and report on findings (Proforma E)

(Proforma E and D assembled and distributed for discussion at breakfast)

	6.00
	Dinner


Part 2.  Feasibility study

Day Two of the National Think Tank:

Barriers, constraints and support regarding implementing preschool connections program

The outcome of Day Two will be a pro forma on how informal education programs can be used to support learning and engagement in SET in the preschool years; and a pro forma on how families and other community resources can be harnessed to support engagement and learning in science for the preschool years.

	At breakfast
	Discuss document from previous day (examining Proformas D & E)



	9.00
	Overview of the day (Facilitator)



	9.05
	Group discussion: Issues arising from previous day, including areas of potential in relation to Informal Learning



	9.20
	Input:  PowerPoint presentation on participants’ perspectives on barriers, constraints and support for implementing preschool connections program.  Invited participants to talk to dot points.



	10.00
	Over coffee:  Problem solving in small groups.  Focus on barriers, constraints and support (focus on families, community resources and Informal learning).  (Proforma F)



	11.30
	Whole group:  From each group, share two or three creative ideas with the whole group.



	12.00
	Lunch

(Collate problem solving ideas)

	1.00
	Summary of the two days – final input from group

Outcomes – principles & implementation issues (proforma)



	2.00
	Post Think Tank Session – Focus: Evaluation design for preschool connections.



	3.00
	Afternoon tea and close
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