ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This report was commissioned by the Task Force on School to Work Transition for
Indigenous Australians in the Department of Employment, Education, Training and
Youth Affairs. The study was undertaken with guidance from the Reference Group
and we thank them for their support. We are particularly grateful for the
contribution of Athol Prior who offered valuable feedback and advice.

We would also like to acknowledge the support offered by Paul Hughes, Director of
the Yunggorendi First Nations Centre for Higher Education and Research, Flinders
University of South Australia. His knowledge, experience and interest continues to
inform the research work of ACER in the area of Indigenous education. At ACER,
John Ainley provided encouragement for the project and commented on the final
report.

A number of people assisted with the supply and interpretation of statistical data.
Special thanks are due to Richard Phillips from the ABS who provided important
advice on the Census data which form the core of the analyses presented in this
report. Thanks are also due to Karen Crockett (DEETYA), Andrew George
(DEETYA), Brian Knight (NCVER), Wayne Shipley (DEETYA) and Ross Young
(DEETYA).

Members of the Reference Group commented on drafts of this report and we found
our meetings with the committee very helpful. Membership of the Reference Group
for the Task Force on School to Work Transition for Indigenous Australians is as
follows:

Jerry Schwab CAEPR, ANU
John Taylor

Ken Wolff ATSIC

Richard Phillips ABS

Clare O’Brien AED

Kim Grey

David Redway ABSTUDY Review
Linda Pharaoh IEYSD

Jill Phillips

Peter Buckskin Schools Division

Lawrie Kupkee

Ross Young EPD
Greg Clarke VETD
Kevin Gill



Vi 26 March, 1998

Lorraine White Task Force
Bernadette McDonald
Athol Prior



