


WHAT NOW?

So you’ve finished school, or soon will, and now the rest of your life is
starting.  Some of your friends know what they want to do - you might
too.  That's good, but what if you haven't made up your mind, or you
are still a bit confused?

Well, let’s have a look at how you might go about choosing a job to suit
you.

THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU'RE GOOD AT

You are probably going to spend a long time working, so it will be
easier if you start off on the right foot.  This means knowing what might
suit you.

Sometimes we just let things happen and don't stop to think what we
are really like or are good at.

It can be hard to think about yourself, so it might help to talk it over with
someone in your community you like and trust.  They could be your
parents, teachers or family friends.

WHAT SHOULD I BE ASKING?

Think about what you like and what you do well - the sort of things you
have enjoyed doing at school, around the house, in part-time or casual
work and in your hobbies.

If something rings a bell, write it down and think about it.  Have a chat
about your talents and likes with other people.

If you think a job would suit you where some special skills are needed,
eg: carpenter, musician or journalist, try to talk to someone who does
that sort of work.  That way you’ll find out what it’s really like, and you’ll
be able to compare your skills with someone who’s already in the job.



Remember there is more to a job than the work itself.  Think about the
conditions you would like to work under, the hours, the job security, the
challenge and where the job may take you.

These needs are different for everyone. Think about your needs and
write them down.

FIND OUT WHAT JOBS THERE ARE AND WHAT
THE WORK IS REALLY LIKE

Because there are good and bad things about most jobs, you need to
find out as much as you can about the jobs that interest you and the
work you do in them.

If you are having trouble finding information you could start by looking
at a book called the Job Guide this gives an outline of the duties,
education and training needs for hundreds of jobs.

You can get the Job Guide from your careers teacher at school or ask
at your local Centrelink office (ph: 13 2490 for location details).

Here are some hints that might help:

• read anything that might help you
• go to career nights and career displays
• talk to people in jobs that you might like to do
• try to get paid or unpaid work in the job you like - this will give

you some experience

REMEMBER TO CHECK

You might have done this only to find out that there are no vacancies in
the jobs you like, or that you haven't got the right education for it.
Check these things out now.  Check which jobs are being advertised in
the newspapers.

http://www.detya.gov.au/JobGuideOnline/Graphic/frames/aboutguide_fr.html
http://www.detya.gov.au/JobGuideOnline/Graphic/frames/aboutguide_fr.html
http://www.centrelink.gov.au


DO YOU AND THE JOB MATCH?

So you have thought about what you are good at and you have looked
at jobs that interest you. The next step is to compare your interests
and skills to the jobs.

If you have written these things down all the better. This way you can
tick against questions like these:

• • Will I have to do more study and do I want to?
• • Do the duties of the job include things I am good at or might
be good at, and want to do?
• • Are the working conditions suitable for me? Think about
hours of work, the amount of travel, job security, noise, heat,
cold, standing, social activities, etc.
• • Where will the job lead?
• • Do I really want this job?

Be honest when you are answering these questions - you are doing
this to help yourself, no-one else.

By giving yourself a number of jobs to think about you will have more
chance of finding something that will be right for you. Try not to limit
yourself to one job or you might miss out altogether.

If you need any extra help finding information to help you get a job, 
contact your local Centrelink office (ph: 13 2490 for location details)
or Rural Youth Information Service (RYIS)- your local council or 
Centrelink can give you details.

http://www.centrelink.gov.au
http://www.centrelink/internet/internet.nsf/3f4a8c0972793f0eca25651d001da65d/f90a87bcf2524ea6ca256536000bcce6?OpenDocument
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