Appendix 3: National Centre for Vocational Education
Research Course Classifications

This section describes the types of courses which would be coded to each Stream category. The content is based on
material contained in the document published on behalf of the Australian Conference of TAFE Directors, entitled
Classification Procedures Manual for TAFE Cour ses. For a more detailed description of the classification, refer
to that document.

Stream 1000 - Recr eation, Leisure, and Personal Enrichment

Courses classified to Stream 1000 are directed towards the encouragement and development of creativity, social and
personal pursuits, and skills which enable people to make more effective use of leisure time.

Stream 2100 - Entry to Employment or Further Education: Basic Education and Basic Employment Skills

Courses classified to Stream 2100 provide remedial education or involve other preparatory activities to enable
participation in subsequent education or social settings, and are of atype which aim to achieve basic skills and
standards. Included in courses classified to Stream 2100 are those provided for the acquisition of literacy and
numeracy, EPUY courses, career exploration courses and link courses.

Stream 2200 - Entry to Employment or Further Education: Educational Preparation

Courses classified to Stream 2200 provide remedial education or involve other preparatory activities to enable
participation in subsequent education or social settings, and are of atype which prepare students for further
education. Included in Stream 2200 for example would be certificate of entrance courses, pre-certificate courses,
tutorial mathematics courses for certificate students, Tertiary Orientation program courses, and diploma entrance
COUrses.

Stream 3100 - Initial Vocational Courses: Oper atives

Stream 3100 courses provide initial education and training for entry to vocations requiring alevel and range of skills
less than is normally required for a tradesperson. Stream 3100 courses would generally require minimal educational
qualifications for entry, would be of short duration, and would emphasise a single activity which can be performed
upon completion of the course. Included, for example, would be courses for plant and machine operators, and
cleaners. Operatives are personnel who, after training, are able to perform alimited range of skilled operations.

Stream 3211 - Initial Vocational Courses: Skilled Coursesfor Recognised Trades - Partial Exemption to
Recognised Trade Cour ses

Courses classified to Stream 3211 are those which provide partial exemption to recognised trade courses.
Stream 3212 - Initial Vocational Courses. Skilled Coursesfor Recognised Trades - Complete Trade Cour ses

Courses classified to Stream 3212 are compl ete trade courses which provide initial education and training for entry
to a specific trade. Such vocations require a high degree of skill, usually in awide range of related activities,
performed with minimal direction and supervision. In contrast to operatives, personsin such vocations are
competent to carry out a broad range of related tasks. The skill level for such vocationsis less than that required of a
paraprofessional within the same industry.

Stream 3221 - Initial Vocational Courses. Skilled
Other Skills Courses - Partial Exemption to Other Skills Courses

Courses classified to Stream 3221 are those which provide partial exemption to courses for vocations which are not
recognised as trades but which require arange of skillsat asimilar level.

Stream 3222 - Initial Vocational Courses. Skilled
Other Skills Courses - Complete Other Skills Courses

Courses classified to Stream 3222 are complete skills courses which provide initial education and training for entry
to vocations which are not recognised trades but which require arange of skills at asimilar level. Such vocations
require a high degree of skill, usually in awide range of related activities, performed with minimal direction and
supervision. In contrast to operatives, personsin such vocations are competent to carry out a broad range of related
tasks. The skill level for such vocations is less than that required of a paraprofessional within the same industry.



Stream 3300 - Initial Vocational Course: Trade Technician/Trade Supervisory, or equivalent

Courses classified to Stream 3300 provide initial education and training in skills at alevel higher than trade or
trades-equivalent skills. Stream 3300 courses may include skills needed for supervision, but do not provide the level
of breadth of specialisation which is provided through courses for paraprofessionals.

Stream 3400 - I nitial Vocational Cour ses: Paraprofessional - Technician

Courses classified to Stream 3400 are designed to provideinitial education and training to develop the breadth of
specialised skills required for employment in paraprofessional vocations. Work in such vocations requires the
exercise of judgement and may involve specialist functions, and is carried out primarily in support of professionals
or other paraprofessionals, or independently.

Stream 3500 - I nitial Vocational Cour ses - Paraprofessional - Higher Technician

Courses classified to Stream 3500 provide initial education and training to develop specialised skills beyond those
developed in Stream 3400 courses, in terms of depth of scope of skills. Stream 3500 courses prepare students for
employment in paraprofessional vocations which may involve avariety of specialist functions and require the
exercises of judgement. Graduates of Stream 3500 courses usually work in support of professionals, or
independently, and are usually employed at higher occupational levels than graduates of Stream 3400 courses.

Stream 3600 - I nitial Vocational Cour ses - Professional

Courses classified to Stream 3600 provide initial education and training at a higher level than paraprofessional
courses, and include courses which lead to employment in vocations comparable to those entered by graduates of
Diploma (UG2) courses accredited by the Australian Council on Tertiary Awards.

Stream 4100 - Cour ses Subsequent to Initial Vocational Cour ses; Oper ative level

Courses classified to Stream 4100 are operative level courses designed to be undertaken subsequent to the
completion of a Stream 3100 course (Initial Vocational Course: Operative level) or subsegquent to an on-the-job
training equivalent.

Stream 4200 - Cour ses Subsequent to I nitial Vocational Cour ses. Skilled level

Courses classified to Stream 4200 are skilled level courses designed to be undertaken subsequent to the completion
of a Stream 3212 course (Initial Vocational Course - Complete Other Skills Course), or subsequent to an on-the-job
training equivalent.

Stream 4300 - Cour ses Subsequent to I nitial Vocational Courses: Trade Technician: Trade Supervisory, or
Equivalent

Courses classified to Stream 4300 are designed to be undertaken subsequent to the completion of a Stream 3300
course (Initial VVocational Course - Trade Technician/Trade Supervisory, or equivalent) or subsequent to the
acquisition of an equivalent level of skillsthrough on-the-job training.

Stream 4400 - Cour ses Subsequent to Initial Vocational Cour ses. Par aprofessional - Technician

Courses classified to Stream 4400 are designed to be undertaken subsequent to the completion of a Stream 3400
course (Initial VVocational Course - Paraprofessional: Technician) or subsequent to the acquisition of an equivalent
level of skillsthrough on-the-job training.

Stream 4500 - Cour ses Subsequent to I nitial Vocational Cour ses. Paraprofessional - Higher Technical or
Higher

Courses classified to Stream 4500 are designed to be undertaken subsequent to the completion of a Stream 3500
course (Initial VVocational Courses. Paraprofessional: Higher Technician) or a higher level course, or subsequent to
the acquisition of an equivalent level of skills through on-the-job training.



